
Map of Tar 
Sands 
Pipeline 
through Texas

In Northeast Texas 
above Hwy.80/I-20, 
the proposed pipeline 
route stretches across 
Fannin, Lamar, Delta, 
Hopkins, Franklin, 
Wood and 
Upshur counties.

South of Hwy. 80,
the pipeline would 
pass through Smith, 
Cherokee, Rusk, 
Nacogdoches, 
Angelina, Polk, 
Liberty, Harris, and 
Hardin counties.



TEXAS PIPELINE WATER FACTS
The pipleine will cross through the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer.  About 35% of the groundwater from this aquifer supplies 
water for 60 counties or between 10-12 million people.

In Texas, the Keystone XL pipeline will traverse five large rivers including the Red River, Sulphur, Sabine, and Cypress riv-
ers.  It will cross many of these rivers multiple times.

These rivers and drainages feed 21 lakes and municipal reservoirs, including the Pat Mayse Lake, Lake Tyler, and Lake 
Cypress Springs, supporting robust fishing and tourism industries. 

An Excerpt from the Mt. Pleasant Daily Tribune, Nov. 6, 2010 by Marcia Davis-Seale

The pipeline route travels through the Big Cypress Watershed in East Texas...The watershed starts at 
Lake Cypress Springs and goes all the way to Caddo Lake. The lakes in the Big Cypress include Lake 
Bob Sandlin, Lake of the Pines, Lake Welch, Lake Monticello, Lake Cypress Springs, Johnson Creek 
Reservoir and Caddo Lake  encompassing, in round numbers, approximately 2,800 square miles of 
water, and going east to west, stretches from Winnsboro and Mount Vernon to the furthest east city of 
Marshall. In terms of size, the biggest communities that rely on this supply are the cities of Longview, 
Marshall and Mount Pleasant. 

The TransCanada pipeline route runs 3,129 feet from Lake Cypress Springs and 30,152 feet from Lake 
Bob Sandlin. Contamination to either of those water supplies affects water supplies in a broad area, 
including Mount Pleasant, according to Walt Sears, manager of the Northeast Texas Municipal Water 
District (NETMWD).  

The pipeline also crosses the Sulphur River in at least two places which feeds Wright Patman, the water supply for the City of Texarkana.  

The Keystone XL pipeline will crisscross several rivers that are listed as 
sensitive and protected, including Big Sandy Creek, Angelina River, 
Neches River, and the Pine Island Bayou.

There are documented problems with tar sand pipelines.  On July 26, 2010 an 
Enbridge tar sands pipeline ruptured in Michigan, spilling one million gallons 
of toxic crude into the Kalamazoo River, a major tributary of Lake Michigan. 
The crude oil contaminated more than 30 miles of river and forced evacua-
tions for dozens of families. The lasting damage to the Kalamazoo River and 
Lake Michigan watershed may take years to resolve. This spill, the worst 
in Midwest history, is only the latest in a string of ongoing environmental 
disasters stemming from the production and distribution of the world’s dirtiest 
oil from the Alberta tar sands. 

Tar sands production wastes and contaminates 
tremendous amounts of water. Every barrel of oil produced
requires four barrels of water. In this process, water is pumped 
into toxic waste reservoirs large enough to be seen from space. 

The mercury, lead and arsenic in tar sands waste threaten human 
health, even at small levels of exposure.
 

Tar sands oil contains elevated levels of many known carcinogens and toxins. 
In a recent study, tar sands wastewater ‘tailings’ from extracting oil were found to contain 
ammonia, benzene, cyanide, phenols, toluene, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, arsenic, 
copper, sulphate, and chloride2. Many of these chemicals are highly toxic and known to cause 
cancer, and regularly leach into groundwater from the massive lakes used to store tailings. 
These chemicals are present in tar sands oil before and after processing, and will end up in American 
groundwater when pipelines leak.




